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abuse-—which, according to President Nixon 


last*summer, has “assumed the dimensions 
of a national emergency”—the administration 


Ee 


nner a nla 


_lis committed to an all-out attack on the inter- aed AO 4 
‘national narcoties, trade, This involves not just HFROGRAM. Fe 


the breaking up of the syndicates that pro- fe 
lcess and import the heroin to the United a 

States, but persuading other governments, mba 

particwarly’in Southeast Asia where most of i ak 

‘the world's heroin now originates, to come 

os Jdown hard on the growers and marketecrs. 

\But is the Nixon administration trying as hard 


at 
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cas it could to cut off this profitable trade at re a 
L ae . its source? : ‘ ieee aes ae : 
Disturbing evidence is accumulating that = ene ae eet 
it may not be. ‘There is The Politics of Heroin ~~ The place to start is the 
in Southeast Asiq, to be published this fall but - _ + other end.” 


excerpted in the July issue of Harper's by a. . ae : 
‘young Vale graduate student specializing in of the opium poppy. In Turkey’s case the - 
Southeast Asian history and politics. This United States is to help in compensating the 
‘documents the involvement’ of ‘high govern- thousands of peasant farmers for whom poppy- 
‘ment and railitary officials in Laos and Thai- growing has been an innocent livelihood for . 
Jand in “he narcotics trade; it even charges centuries and who now must switch to other 
‘complicity by the Central Intelligence Agency. cash crops. Whether the Turkish government 
The CIA has challenged all-the author’s alle- oF anyone else is compensating the many mid- 
gations, asserting that most of them are with- diemen who have grown fat off the opium = 


out foundation. trade is not discussed publicly. 
. .- ; But the United States has another way of - 
| ‘Lever’ is hard to.use - ” persuading reluctant governments to join the | 


* ; anti-drug campaign. Congress tacked on a pro- ° 
) But there is also the study made last winter vision 1o last year’s forcign aid hill permitting 
‘by top-level officials of the CIA, the State De- the President to suspend aid to any country 
partment and the Pentagon, and just now dis- that doesn’t take action against the drug trat- 
closed. This report concludes that there is no fic, The only problem is that suspending aid 
prospect of cutting off the smuggling of nar- to the governments of Southeast. Asia would 
cotics from Southeast Asia’ because of “the virtually end the Vietnam war overnight. 
corruption, collusion and indifference at some It’s a dilemma; to be sure. But it’s worth 
places in some governments, particularly Thai- recalling that last winter, when President 
Jand and South Vietnam.” This conclusion, Nixon was vehemently reiterating this coun- 
too, is being discounted by administration of- try’s commitment to keeping President Thieu 
“ficials, who argue that it is out of date and in power in Saigon, even though this was the 
‘that “substantial progress’ has been made main obstacle ‘to serious negotiations in Paris, 


‘in the past four months. the same regime was one of the major factors 
Pos Yet it would be naive to assume that a situa- being blamed by U.S. officials for the con- 
Neon a4 -tion that was so bad could have improved as tinuation of our own “national emergency” 


‘Sens ‘ HE swiftly as hat, Certain- in drugs. And that’s why we ask: Is the ad- 
SIENA SATAY Ad EE Belongs ZQOd {Of accCIATRINPBSOl 360R000200806070-61n in the 
ing the success it scored last year when it was war on drugs, oT must that effort still rank 
‘able to persuade the Turkish: government to way below a certain view of a solution for — 
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